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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Hepresentatives of 
the Legislative Assembly of the State of Oregon: 


Under the Constitution of Oregon it is made the duty 
sof the Governor to give to the Legislative Assembly in- 
forvhation touching the condition of the State, and to rec- 
отепа such measures as he shall judge to be expedient. 
in dompliance with this constitutional requirement I have 
the honor to submit for your consideration the following : 


Hon. L. F. Grover having been elected at the last ses- 
sion of the Legislature to a seat in the United States Sen- 
ate. resigned the office ‘of Governor on the 1st day of Feb. 
ruary, 1877, and the same thereupon devolving upon me 
under the Constitution, I immediately entered upon the 
discharge of its duties. I am gratified to be able to say 
that during my brief term of office the people of Oregon 
have enjoyed in good measure the blessings of general 
health and prosperity. Perhaps no State in the Union has 
been more highly favored than ours in these respects, or 
has greater cause for thankfulness to Divine Providence 
for benefits bestowed. The many disturbances and de- 
pressions in trade and commerce that have seriously affect- 
ed the industrial and financial condition of other States 


ü 


have not injured Oregou in any material degree.: On the - 


contrary, although several counties in the Eastern part of 
the State have ‚been exposed to the ravages of a desolating 


mtt 
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Indian war, the development of our commerce, though 
slow, has been sure and steady, and our varied industries 
have generally manifested a healthy activity, and have 
met with reasonable returns. The foundation of our 
growth is firm and reliable. The vast material resources 
of Oregon furnish a solid and enduring basis for the spirit 
of, enterprise that animates our people, and for that won- 
derful superstructure of vigorous and thrifty statehood 
which we are rearing here on this western shore or the 
continent. We are not dependent for our prosperity upon 
any morbid spirit of speculation, or upon other abnormal 
or adventitious causes. There is therefore no over growth, 
but on the contrary, our progress in material wealth, and 
in all the elements that go to make up a great and power- 
ful State, is healthy and steady. For all these blessings 
we should feel and acknowledge our continued obligation 
to that Divine souice йош which cometh every good. 


FINANCES. 


a 


The balances in the treasury at the close of the finan- 
cial year, ending September 11th, 1876, were $63,894 54. 


To the credit of the several funds, as follows: 


2 


General Fund, coin...... sese sesos з.ч... enses hee tnnt нение хөвөх ннан $ 14,030 31: 
General Fund, currency. ....5.. „о.е dicm ditio caia . 1,086 93 
Common School Fund, principal, coin. ......... ...... .. PE 1,081 58 
Common School Fund, principal, currency ........ ... ВОСТ? 1,190 04 
Common School Fund, interest, eoin......... ....... — E see 1,967 89 
Common School Fund, interest, currency ......... өөхөө os ЖООРУ, TA 461 01 
University Fund, principal, coin ......... ..... ЛООГО — 847 11 
University Fund, principal, currency ............. үэенен — 360 35 
Escheat Fund, Colm scs.csccestecssccsccsoes sssccssees “аваа ceo ине csere ЗАСЛААР 198 19 
Escheat Fund, currency ......... ...... ... Miu vide dpa irai otia quiu — is 228 58 
Soldiers’ Bounty Fund, coin .......,.... «ьа... ш... eee eere инея nono na 785 19 
Soldiers’ Relief Fund, coin.......... ...... ...... —— сан e. 27,957 46 
State Land Fund, coin........ ...... ee гээн ТЭР", Sarti dou 60 97 


State Land Fund, currency...... edseovcces svvcevere ecesebeeva 000096 99909090990 082005 8,240 14 


+ 
* 
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Five рег cent, U. S. Land Fund, coin...... 4... eee eere 1,719 68 


Five per cent, U. S. Land Fund, currenoy...... ........... ues 5 58 
Agricultural College Land Fund, currency........... .. „иены 1,966 59 
Swamp Land Fund, coin........ мэрэгшсэн 820 18 
State Capito] Building Land Fund, coin......... ............... ee 649 00 
Tide Land Fund, coin ...... ОИ 1,981 21 


Total balance, ав above ........... хөнөөлөө seess coonseee о узе sentes caeso 68,894 58. 


RECEIPTS. 


Received since, into the treasary, the sum of $828,561 
91. То the credit of the following funds: 


General Fund, сөїп................... казынаны. мз. roe 400,044 90 
General Fund, currency ..... ......... seseesess манаан avecsenceseseotere oo o s. 102,295. 60 
Common School Fund, principal, соїп............. Sees e 26,000 26 
Common School Fund, principal, соттепсу...... sees 7,533 18 


University Fund, coin, principul...... sees tenent 13,998. 59 
Uniyeisity Fund, coin, interest... us seen ere eee nennen 8,800 97 
University Fund, currency, pipi. —— өн, 1,800 00 
University Fund, interest, currency ...... чения cernere eene tne 704 66 
Soldiers’ Bounty Fünd, coin ......... cesse. ышанын sees 4. 41,516 92 
Soldiers? Reliet Fund, eoin.. doves tae хэхэхэ castes cesses sense asco cesso 20,798 46 
Common School Fund, interest, COIN „пп... еее esesepsar eoveesessescccsees 54,669 97 
Common School Fund. intefest, cur reney. /—— — 31,019 62 
E»cheat Fund, coin......... ...... NEM pe senate ажа үеже еж нае, жузе». ~ 4,298 (01 
Escheat Fund, currency . .... eese nete rere ннн three 308; 45 
State Land Fund, coin...... ......... BMW 9,951 -07 
State Land Fund, currency......... ....... — NER 11,507 68. 
Swamp Land Fund, coin ......... „о. нанне eese e аннан tnn toan 14,230 80 
State Capitol Building Land Fund, coin. ........ ...... ........... eer 2,692 96. 


Tide Land Fund, coin... SECEDE Чэ ээ,» 9945999999 909999 SHHEHEHSS отвор о EH TEE SH DORE 1,61 27 
Five per cent. U. S. Land Капа; coin...... NEM 11111112 ХТУҮРГҮҮТГЭ2 2,912 85 


Five per cent. U. S. Land Fund, currency... ...... .. HERE 2,018 73 

Agricultural College Land Fund, currency........................ sarees 25,223.51. . 

Outstanding Warrant Fund, coin., seess se sese seere эээ I .... 105,953 -50 

| indi 561 91 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

. Paid out since, of all the funds, the sum of 5119, 560. 81. 

То the debit of the following funds : и 

General Fund, СОЇ. үннуүнөй төөнө энэн жөнөө ewe КОДУ -— 12 цэн 


* 


* 


2 + 
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General Fund, Currency ..... c.cssssee sessceden звать сене не, зеен,» 
Legislative Fund, coin...... sese eee eene cotes ннн» 


Penitentiary Fund, coin ............ оао ввела ненна eee seen ette ens 


Judicial Fund, coin 2699229 PRCA EEE 0490990909 совке 90460944, 099 99409404 56 09609444 064 
"Executive Fund, coin РУ КТ АТ NNNM зозфорофа со 


22,045 84 
71 305 88 
35,098 32 
14,923 28 


Insane Fund, GOIN ......... *96909469 eo 999909 94089499 00504844 BEKT OVERS 5424659 DECODES 175,797 78 


Insane Fund, ситтепду.. 995586045806 саб оо *9 090090998 89906000 боссов = .. nee 290946 2595650096 


* 


Convict Fund, eoin 204404699 «06006 »tóuovéettoonóns 1008060505 «408400988 -er «66000004 40 


„ Printing Fund, coin .........1..... cosas covedetes eese eerte sconces ева seen see 


Incidental Fund, Coin ...ccscce ооо онооно eee e to osos анна тени seess è 
Incidental Fund, currendy „арно оона хүлээ жне nate s seve 
Penitentiary Building Fund, coin............ eee eese cernerent 
State House Building Fund, coin.................... еы... seen eere 
Fugitive Fund, coin ...... ceser sccccntoc sees sienne eene nate зүхэх een htt 
Indigent Fund, coin ....., i.e eerte ennt cesses tnos cesses хөнөөх 
Modoc War Fundy соїп........ ien eren enn 
Agricultural College Fund, сбїп,......... шанын seess rente E | 
University Building Fund, соїп........ нөхөн Seer 
Tide Land Fund, coin...... „линию esee eee воз вов сонно seen ennt rne 
Common School Fund, principal, coin. ......... ......... оо eren 
Common School Fund, principal, ecurreney...... ......... soeces eee 
Common School Fund, interest, coin... . гөө «үнээ cere хөөөөөөөөөө 
Common School Fund, interest, currency ......... sesereeos енене 
University Fund, principal, coin ............. eee HA 
University Fund, interest, сойп................. низовья энин, tnnt 


University Fund, principal, eurrency...... «хөгөө cesses заноне панава 


University Fund, interest, сигтепоу................, eee заемные. Т 


Escheat Fund, coin... „иене seoses conse ennt conga нане женнен nenne « 
Escheat Fund, Currency ........, зөөөөөөөөөөн МИНЖ NT 
Soldiers’ Bounty Fund, соїп........, оен cesses cerent en 


State. band Fund, coin. ...... PTT 9920644940403069690 06640900906 €0600590469 99 40970649 
1 


Й 


State Land Fund, eurrenoy ели иен tete nen e, 


al 
Five per cent. U. 8: Land State Fund, coin............... ..... UT 


Five per cent. 0. 8. Land State Hund, currency ................. 5.2 
Agricultural College Land Fund, currency ..... „о-оо не, 


Swamp Land-Fund, coin ............... Qe eee rettet he so hene eroest НИНЕ 


State Capitol Building Land Fund, coin.................. desees. 


| 
tal | . 
'Total.....7... ..... eee оона нана cose жене, Ее 


5,000 00 
18,667 98 
51,439 34 
24,605 18 

116 02- 

5,728 99 

8,127 29 

3,288 43 
. 5,495 78 
21,794 40 
14,633 86 
16,706 64 
“2,161. 65 
95,488 09 


7,485 00 ^ 


58,946 44 
31,293:19 


12,937 00” 


7,668 60 
‚1,860 35 

704 66 
4,496 10 

537 08 
3,078 75 
25,701 21 


945 00 
1,513 33 
24,735 88 
12,815 20 
88 '00 


79,560 81 


Leaving funds in the Treasury, September " 1878, 
$112,895 60, to the credit of the several funds, as follows: 


General Fund /coin........ 209990 17009299 099580 999969999 ONS ТАЛ sopes *9*e7ya€ $ 18, 922, 91 + 


785 12. 


Ү 
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-— —— — e— —————— m 
General Fund, currency;..... х. хөөнө eere хүүх eere хүүх edet scenes, ^ 85098 33 
Common School Fund, principal СО. мүнөө военен хөөнө M Ü2 2,808- 39 
Common School Fund, principal, curreney.. — — 1986 27 
University Fund, principal, coin.. OMNI ABC 1,408 70 
University Fund, оны s so 14192 87 ` 
University Fund, principal, currency.......... неон ressas eere + 800 00 
Soldiers’ Bounty Fund, coin ....,... —— кз — 30, 496 67 - 
'SoMiere! Relief Fund, coin ...................... E NU ages 27,496 5o 
Common School Fund, interest, Coin hens, eese eene 72,091 42` 
Common School Fund, interest, eurrenoy................ базе» —— 187. 44 
-Eseheat Fund, Coit... sesser eneste eee eee esee sevene tent oneens overeno 10 
State Land Fund, coin......... а Pains dv E E 07 “ 
State Land Fund, currency........... eee ANIMUS p Lo 847 46 | 
Swamp Land Fund, coin......... ...... P DON TNT uc 1,085 73 
State Capitol Building Fund, соїп......... „о.о. eem eee 9,258 96- 
Tide Land Fund, Coin ...... eee retten tosse seve sumens ATAA 
Five per cent. U. В. Land State Fund; coin E Санал sb restes 3,0-7 48 - 
Five рег cent. U. S. Land State Кипа, currency .. көнө нөн өн 1,170, 98 
Agricultural College Тапа Fund, ситтепсу................. 120 ins ‚- 2,454 22 
“University, Building Fund, соїп........... кане енын PEDE So 
Outstanding Warrant Fund, сойп........ ———— ÁÁ—0 B0 
ЖО: ке e gf 4 Эр ЭНЭ ——Á— M 
gri E ПЕЕ НОЕ РИИ 248112 2,895-64 
С LIABILPfIES OF THE STATE. bah gas К 
Bonds bearing 7 per cent. interest— D * | | 
Soldiers’ Bounty Вопадь...;..................... Буха өн (9 26, 400 в : 
Soldiers! Relief Bonds... saec. > 76L 00 : 
Lock Bonds ayableout of internal ‘Improvement! | 
Tand Капа... аа eau n EROR RV. .aawsesdcvares 160,000 00 


Modoc War Bonds, payable out pf General Fund...| 132, 858 16 920,019 ss. 
Warrants drawing 10 per cent. interest— “ 


Wagon Road Warrants, payable out of Swamp,| p F 
Overflowed, Tide, 5 per cent. U..S. Land Sale d WE UO NE: 
and other Land Funds............-«« eec sentence питання 138, 600 001 ЭРЭЭ 
Outstanding aane payable from funde еш УЫ 2 
from Special +ах............... иена serene rene ane “| 192, 975 62 331,575. 62 - e ы 
Товч liabilities... наи КЕРРИ ее | и" pena ,995 48 


During the past two fiscal years there ive been: paid 
from the ‘treasury on. account. of outstanding warrants 
$82,648" 28 Principal and $42,676 13 interest, out-of funds 
derived from the special tax authorized to be/levied | by E 


1 


the last Legislative те ' Ws vw 858 


E 
x 
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There has also- been. paid of. this class of warrants 
$4,728 77 principal and $2 „411 00 interest out of the 
General Fund... 

There are also warrants of this kind outstanding that 
have been-advertised for payment, which have not been 
presented, amounting to $4,451 23, to be^paid out of the 
General Fund, and the cash remains in the Treasury to, be 
applied to this purposé. 

In addition to this last amount there is the sum of 
$475 08 in the Treasury for the payment of advertised 
warrants of this character to be paid out of the Out:tand- 
ing Warrant Fund. _ | 

In the statement of disbursemehts for the past two 
years the amounts paid on acconnts of old and new war- 
rants and interest are їлс 64... The. report of the Treas- 
urer will contain a statement of these disbursenients in, 
detail. I respectfülly refer you to his report and also to 
the report of the Secretary of State for full information di 
to the financial transactions of the past two, years. 


PUBLIC FUNDS. : Ч 


For information as to the eondition of the Common 
School Fund, the University Fund, Agricultural College 
Fund, and other permanent funds of the State, I respect- 
fully refer you to the report of the Board of Schoul Land 
Commissioners. i 

INSANE ASYLUM. | 


Dr. J. C. Hawthorne, Superintendent of the Oregon 
Hospital for the Tusane, will lay before you, at any early 
day of the session, his biennial report. ‚ Не will be able, 

| [I have no doubt, to make an excellent showing as to the 
condition of the Asylum and its unfortunate mates. 
* The care of the insane and idiotic of the State is one:of 


ч 
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ў the most sacred trüsts confided to yon.as legi litors, and. 


. will doubless receive your early and. earnést attention: 


The namber of these unfortunates is steadily increasing, 
and the expense of their, maintenance and treatment is 
yearly becoming a heavier burden upon the State. Tt will 


be your duty to mike sucli provision for them as shall be 


consistent With humanity and justice on the one hand and 
economy on the other. I commend to your consideration 


the question of taking the insane- under the immediate 


care of the State, iu an asylum of its own, though I: do 
not deem jt proper, to make auy recommendation upon 
that subject. 


-—r 


STATE PENITENTIARY. © 


E 


"The report of the efficient Superintendent of the Peni- 
tontiary, Ion. B. F. Bareh, will gi ue yon full. information 
as to the affairs.áf that institution. * Iis management has 
been most economical and prudent, and ` notwithstanding 
the limited appropriation for that service and ,the unpre- 
cedented increase in the number of convicts, hë has béen 
able ёо make many valuable improvements of w` most sub- 
stantial ehawaeter in-and about the Prison. Тат glad to 
know that the administration of the affairs of the Oregon 
Penitentiary, for the past eighteen months, has been 
cheaper, relatively, than at any former period during its 
history. | 


Your attention is called.to the fact that the Attorney. 


Geneial of the United States has requested a reduction of 
the cost of keeping U. S. prisoners in the Penitentiary. 
He asserts that the price paid, viz.: $8 00 per week’ per 
capita; with fifty. cents рег month each’ for rent of cell, is 
very mueh'in exess of that charged for like service by 
other States, and that unless a reduction is had it will be 


| =} 


>: 
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necessary for the United States to send its prisoners else- 
where. The whole maiter is submitted for your consid- 
eration. 3 

| STATE CAPITOL. 


T | | 

The Legislature of 1876 failed to make. anyi appropria- 
tion for the completion of the Capitol building or for con-- 
tinuance of work upon it. A joint resolution was adopted 
authorizing the expenditure of $3,000 for the protection of - 
the outside walls, but, as stated in the report. of the Secre- 
tary of State, upon making estimates for the work it was 
found that this amount was wholly inadequate for the pur- 
розе, as it would require the major part of it to put up the 
necessary scaffolding around the building. Hence the res- 
‘olution could not be complied with. Asa result, the build- 
ing has been considerably damaged by the storms of the- - 
past two winters and requires immediate attention. Unless 
something is done to protect the roof, it is liable to be 
. blown off this winter. The only thing that can protect it 
effectually is to finish the cornice and the other outside 
work around the building. If this were done and the: 
wiudows put iu place, there would be no danger of further 
damage from the weather, and the inside could be finished 
as means and opportunity offered. ‘A tax of not less than 
one mill should be levied for building purposes. 


EDUCATION. 


a 


= і 5 1 2 
It is regarded as one of the first‘and most sacred duties 


of a State to make sufficient provision for the education 
of its youth. This duty: has not been neglected in Ore- 
gon. Perhaps in no State in the Union has so ample a 
foundation been so early laid for a wise and sound school 
-system. The publie schools of Oregon, at least in the 
more favored localities, will compare ereditably with those 
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‘of ‘the.same-grade in any of her sister States. We have- -` 
-cause ‘indeed, all things considered, to be proud’ of our ' 
school system-and-of the heartiness and" zeal with which 

it is generally supported by the people.- The great Mass | 
of our citizens are always ready to favor any advance in 
this particular, and‘will steadily and sturdily oppose every 
measure calculated to impair. the efficiency of the ma- 
chinery of public instruction, 2 — . 


: There has Been a steady, rapid and healthy growth in 
‘the common schools of the State within the past six 
years., The attendance is constantly increasing: and Ъе-- 
eoming more regular. The teachers are growing more 
and more efficient, and the methods of instruction more 
systematic and thorough, while the official supervision of 
thé schools is becoming closer and more vigorous. But a o 
still more healthy sign is the increasing- interest- of the - 
people in this matter of education. This growth of: inter- 
,est is manifested for instance in the greater popularity’ of 
teachers’ institutes, A few years ago a State Teachers’ 
Institute held at the capital, after months of preparation, 

+ attracted but little attention. То- day a gathering of this. 
sort can scarcely be held in any part of the State at which 
there will not be a large popular audience, i in addition to 
a full attendance of teachers. It is the exception now 
rather than the rule for such an institute’ to be : a total 
failure. it was far otherwise five or six years ago. — ` . 


ю 


| 


‚ It is bardly necessary to impress upon the members of 
this Legislature the importauce of our publie school 
interests, and the necessity of making them the object of 

-а peculiarly tender and fostering- care. Let us be judi- 

, cious and cautious in our action upon this subject. We 

“have, at least i in outline, ац-ехсеїїеш: school system; let us 


х 
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be careful not to injure or distort it by any unwise or 


- hasty legislation. 


Li 


For full information upon this subject I T you to the 
report of the Superintendent of Publie Instruetion, Dr. 
How laud; aud I call your special attention to his sugges- 
tions as to, amendments needed in the school law. It 
gives me pleasure to be able:to speak in terms of praise 
of the faithfulness and efficiency of this gentleman as à 
publie officer. During the period of my.asgpeiation. with 
him in the Board of Education I have always found him. 
zealous in t.e discharge of his duties and courteous and 
gentlemanly in his dem&anor. 


STATE UNIVERSITY. 


The President of the Board of Regents, Поп. M. Р. 
Deady, presents an excellent report of the condition of 
this young but prosperous institution, I invite you to a 
careful perusal of this interesting document, It is the 
duty of the State to see to it that its University receives 
its full share of attention. This may and should become 
one of the furemost institutions of learning on this coast. 
Aud uuder its present management I have no doubt of its 
continued prosperity. The able and learned President of 
its Вома of Regents is a gentleman whose name is never 
associated with failure. The institution is greatly indebt- 
ed to him for its success thus far. 


A 
* 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 


The President of the Agrieultural College, Dr. Arnold, 


‘will lay before you his biennial report, to which I refer 


you for information as tothe condition of that institution. • 
Iam glad to know that in the hands of its able President < 
and Faculty the Agricultural College is increasing steadily 


in efficiency and usefulness, If any State in the Union. - 


needs au Agricultural College it is Oregon, for it is essen- ` 
tially a farming State. Its broad and fertile fields furnish . 


the ample foundation for its prosperity and. greatness аз а, 


commonwealth, There is special- reason, therefore, why 


provision should be made for the education of its youth in 
matters pertaining to agriculture. ` This should be, and 
will be, in time, the distinctive work of the College at 
Corvalhis. 


INSTITUTES FOR THE DEAF MUTES AND BLIND. 


The Mute School and the Institute for the Blind con- 
tinue to doa good work., The number of those who un- 
fortunate! y require instruction in such schools in our State 
is happily not large, but it is none the less our duty to 
provide them with an education suitable to their condition, 
. and to furnish them as far as we are able. with the means 
of getting a livelihood. There is no fear that the generous 
people of Oregon or their chosen legislators will forget 
their duty in this regard. For particular information as, 
to the progress and needs of these schools you are respect-- 
fully referred to the reports of the’ Superintendents апа: 
teachers. “I call special attention to the improvements -in- 
troduced in the.methods of instruction of the blind: by the. 
present excellent teacher, Mrs. E. 9, Dawne. Under her 
management mach more attention has been given than 
formerly to oral teaching. ; И 


- 


INDIAN WAR. ү 


In June, 1877, the Nez Perce Indians, under their chief- 
Joseph, made a murderous attack upon some isolated.set-. 
tlements in Idaho, near the Oregon Jine. This savage 
raid, accompanied ` asit was by all the horrors! of Indian 


A 
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warfare, spread cousternation along our Eastern border. : 


Indeed it was feared for a time that hostilities would ex- 


. tend to Oregon and involve other tribes besides the Nez 
Perees. Every possible preparation was made to meet, 


this threatened calamity. АП guns immediately avail- 
able were forwarded to Lewiston upon the urgent call of 
citizens of that locality. Upon my requisition arms and 
ammunition.were also issued from the Arsenal at Van- 
couver, under Joint Resolutions of Congress of July 3, 
1876 and March 3, 1877 to citizens of Union, Umatilla 
and Baker counties. Happily for our, people, however, 
-hostilities were confined to, territory beyond the bounda- 
ries of our State. i 


During the’ continuance of this’ war I received many 
kinduesses and much assistance from officers ofthe United 
States Army aud private citizens. I desire to mention 
particularly among those to. whom the State is under spe- 
cial obligations Gen. О. О. Howard, Col. Н. C. Wood, 


Major Kress, Capt. Sladen, H. D. Sanborn and the officers . 


of the О. & С. В. В.. Company and the О. S. М. Company. 
General M. V. Brown, of the State Militia, also rendered 
valuable personal ѕегуісе at my request in attending tothe 
shipment of arms and ammunition. I-respectfully recom- 
mend that а reasonable compensation be allowed him for 
that service. Also, for similar service rendered this year. 


Just a year after this outbreak, in June, 1878, а roving 


. band of Bannacks, including prabably .some Shoshones, 


began a campaign of robbery and murder upon settlers 
in the vicinity of Stein's Mountain. From this locality 
they moved northward, gathering up renegade Piutes, 
‘Snakes, Malheurs and probably. Indians of other tribes ou 
their way. At Silver Creek a battle was fought with 
them, in which they were defeated'and held in check for 
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ashort time. From this point they directed their march 
towards Camas Prairie, Umatilla County, abating none of 
-their fury against citizens and their propérty. -The whole 
'eountry was alive with fearful apprehensions. ` . All along: 


the route settlers fled with their families for safety, leav-. - 


ing their stock and other property at the mercy of the 
savages. . The Indians ravaged.thy country wherever they . 
went, but fortunately General Howard pursued them во 
steadily that they had no time to exteud their depreda- 
' tions beyond their immediate line of travel. They 
reached Camas Prairie early in July hotly pressed by the 
troops under Genéral Howard. On the 6th of that month 
Capt. Sperry with a small company of volunteers had a 
fight with them at Willow Springs, thirty, miles from 
Pendleton, in which he had two men killed and eight 
woünded. Та this fight Capt. Sperry and his.men dis- 
played great courage and steadiness, and it was my pleas- 
ure on behalf of the State to thank them for their gallant _ 
services.” It і is very generally suspected, though it is not, 
known definitely, that thgse Indians were allies of the 
Snakes from north and south of the Columbia River and 
from the Umatilla Reservation, | who were on their way to 
join the main: body of those already on the warpath. .I 
‘ata informed. that there were some Snakes among them. 

They were very destructive among herders and stock. In. 
this region there were thousands of sheep and large bands 
of horses and cattle, which went far towards "making ‘up 
the wealth of the country. Many of these herds were 
pastured among the mountain passes along the route 
traveled by the Indians, who 1n every instance destroyed | 
‘all the stock that they could not take with "em and. 
murdered the herdsmen. ' 


On the fourth day of J uly Major TE Efünger and 
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ticable to meet the emergency.. On our way up ме called 


at Vancouver, to proeure a supply of arma for distribution 
at exposed points, and were kindly received by Major 
Kress, the commandant of the arsenal, who, with the other 


oflicers at that post, gave us all possible assistance. We 
obtained a limited, number of guns, which were distrib- 
uted at the Dalles and at other places where they seemed 
to-be most needed.. All along our line of travelthe great- 
est excitemeut prevailed, and there was a constant call for 
arms. We arrived at Umatilla on the 6th, and found that 
the people of the county were apprehensive of a general 
Indian outbreak. Settlers everywhere had left their 


homes aud stock exposed to the savages, and with little 


more than-their clothing and ‘a few blankets had fled to 


the towns for protection. Heppner, Umatilla, Pendleton 


and Weston were crowded with these refugees. We fonnd 


Umatilla filled with families most uncomfortably situated. 
‘There were several сазез`оЁ sickness among them, and as 


there was no physician-to attend them, on my request, 
Governor Ferry sent down Dr. Boyd, on the gunboat from 
Walla Walla, to give such assistance:as might be required 


in his profession. И finally became necessary to remove- 


myself started to Umatilla to ascertain the exact condition ` 
of affairs, aud to do whatever might be needful and prac- 


a number of farnilies to places of greater safety, and I ae-- 


cordingly asked General Sprague, of the О. S. N. Co., to 
furnish transportation for them. · In response to this re-: 


quest, a steamboat was promptly tendered, free of charge 
and a large number of families were taken to the Dalles. 
As my requisitions ой the War Department for arms were 


| not met after I arrived at Umatilla, by telegraphic permis- Г 
“sion from the Governor of Idaho, I took possesion of sev- 


eral boxes of guns which‘ I found at that place, directed 


А 


ї « 


Y 


ay 


: 'GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 17 


to him and awaiting - ‘shipment. I receipted forthem'di: - 


rectly.to' Major Kress, commandant at Vancouver Arsenal, 
and distributed them-to various points in Wa asco, Union 


and: Umatilla counties. Thése, together with arms previ- ^ 
ously issued to me and those fürnished by the Portland . 


militia companies, enabled me to süpply the more urgent 
demands, although I had not enough to pate to all 
who called for them. | 

In order to obtain accurate information as to the move- 
ments of thé Indians ‘and soldiers, and -to ascertain the 
exact situation of exposed settlers, I resorted to the use of 
couriers and scouts. This enabled me to keep the people 
in threatened localities advised of the condition of affairs, 


and also, in some instances, to furnish important items of 


news to officers of the army commanding in that vicinity. 
For valuable assistance in these and other matters Гат 
deeply ‘indebted ёо: Мг. J. Н. "Kunzie, of Umatilla, and to 
J. В. Keeney, Esq. „ County Clerk at Pendleton. Shortly 
after my ‘arrival at Umatilla I appointed Mr. "Kunzie 
Assistant Adjutant General, and I take this opportunity to 
вау. that-he.cheerfully and untiringly assisted mé in every 
possible way during: my stay there, - I мау ‘say the- same 
of Mr. Keeney. Their help was indispensable to me.. 


It was: evident at the’ontset that the Indians intended to 
make this a more destructive campaign than any tliat had 
preceded it. Their ‘plans indicated mature preparation 
and great determination on their part. Thé : people,’ on 


the' other hand, were not anticipating any outbreak, and ` 
of course were wholly: unprepared to ‘meet it. When dt 


eame upon them they were soon wórn down with anxiety 


and with the arduous and fatiguing labors incident to their ` 


situation. Constant dread ‘of attack and fear of the loss 
of the’ property which: they had abandoned in their flight 
8 . 
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from their homes had produced a condition of things 
about,the time of my,arrival at Umatilla amounting almost 
to a panic. -Business had ceased and confidence in the 
future of the country was seriously impaired. The more 
the, people could learn of the Indians the more they were 
convinced that many of those whom they. had previously ' 
regarded as friendly were in.reality their worst enemies. 
They felt therefore that there was no faith to be placed in 
anybody but. themselves. Even lawless white men were 
found base enough to take: advantage of the situation in 
order to drive off the stock of defenceless settlers. As 
soon, however,as I was able, through the agencies already 


mentioned, to obtain definite information as to the condi- 


tion of, affairs, and as to the real extent of the calamity, 
and could thus keep the people advised concerning the. 
situation, the рае rapidly subsided and the citizens be- 
came more self-contralled, and bore up "under their dis- 
couraging surroundings with wonderful fortitude. Some, ` 
however, left the country, never to return, after having 
strugg gled for years to build up homes. 


© At Pendleton I found. that there was much suffering and 
that-there were many needy persons" for-whom provision 
must be made. I visited. ће wounded who’ had been 


L brought i in there to be.cared. for, and learned. that they 


were receiving every attention from: relatives and friends 
that could be given them under the circumstances. "There 
were numbers of siek and destitute among the families 
who had crowded into the town for: refuge. To- relieve 
this distress, the, people of Portland, with their customary 
generosity and promptitude in.such matters, sent liberal 
contributions of. money. both to Pendleton and.to Umatilla, 
to.be expended under the direction of local committees. 
In.addition to this, the O, S. М. Co, through. General. 


t 
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Sprague, “forwarded a саа quantity of provisions i 
for gratuitous distribütion. These munificent gifts were- - 
amply sufficient for the relief of sufferers at those places. 

"I met Governor - Ferry, of Washington Territory, at. 
Pendleton, and we at ‘once. went to'sce Gen. Howard at. 
Weston in relation to the situation of affairs; | Governor 
Ferry and myself were of the opinion that all Indians on - 
the ес should be disarmed, and we ‘desired to 
| consult the General їп ‘regard to it. On‘our arrival we 
found that he had established his head-quarters tempora- . 
rily at Wallula, and had so disposed his troops ав to | 
intercept the Indians whom he believed to. be retreating 
from the vicinity of their recent -‘depr 'едайопв. I was 
fearful; however, that they were still near Peüdleton, and 
so stated to the General, who assured me that if they 
returned there would be’ troops enough to meet them. 
Satisfied with.this assurance I returned-to Pendleton. 
Learning on the night of my arrival that the Indians were 
menacing thé town and the stations above, I at once dis- 
patched a courier with the information to the Command- | 
ing General en route to Walla Walla. General ' Wheaton | 
accordingly took the field and marched: his troops to the - 
relief of the valley. Capt. Miles reached the scene of 
danger in time to check the enemy and give them battle. + 
The killing of Egan, the Piute chief, followed. - During ` | 
this time а number of citizens, while traveling along {һе 
roads in thatevicinity, , were shot, most of them fatally. 
Upon the death of ‘Egan, however, and the. treachery of 
Umapine, the Snakes became Соога and left the 
country. . E ya 


This war wasof short düration, lasting less than: & month 
in Umatilla county, but it'was more disastrous than ғ any ` 
that had preceded it; in ‘the destruction of property ‘and 
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inits discouraging and demoralizing effect upon the peo- 
ple. ` It has, left that section in а very deplor able vondi- 
tion, financially and otherwise, aud many of the citizens 
seem to feel that, for the future, there. will . be no теа] se- 
curity for life or property, and that the outlook is too dis- 


' couraging to be endured. They are coming to the conclu- 


sion that it is time now, once for all, to settle the question 


definitely whether the county belongs to the Indians or to 


the whites. If the Reservation can be used, as it sebms 
to have been used, as a place where hostile Indians may 
hide themselves in perfect security to plot against the 


peace of the settlements, their intended victims certainly - 


have a right to know.it. I care not to discuss the Indian 
policy of the Government. This,is not the time or place 
for that. We must. accept it as it is and deal with its 
fruits. If Indians are deceived by agents or officers of the 
Government, and for that reason go upon’ the “war-path,”’ 


our enterprising froritiersmen become theinnocent vietims — 
of their vengeance.. What. is needed now, therefore, is . 


protection.for the lives and property of our citizens in 
these exposed. regions, Whatever the wrongs of the In- 
dians may Бе, there is no exeuse for willfal murder or for 
the deliberate and wanton destruction of property. - The 


Indiau's complaint that he is deprived of bread and- blan- 


kets by dishonest agents affords ‘not а, shadow of justifica- 


} 


- 
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tion for his atrocious crimes against unoffending persons. - 


Neither is it a sufficient excuse for the dangerous policy 
of rewarding these Indians with blankets, rations and for- 
giveness on their annual кош from their marauding ex- 
peditions. 


The case of ‘Joseph, the Nez Perce chief, is. the latest 
illustration of the ; system ot giving rewards for} crime, 


while аў о? Captain Jack, Ње Modoc, will be remem-: 


К 
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bered as a sterner’ but-more salutary method ôf vindicating” 
a broken law. - Indians who give no quarter, hold аз a 
high privilege to be'able to surrender and receive forgiy- 
ness’ апа а fresh supply of aunnity. goods when tired and. 
worn out in their murderous raids. ` They must be taught 


that murder and robbery are crimes which cannot'be con- ` 


= 


doned by dignifying them with the name of * war." 

It is greatly to the credit ot the people of Western Ore- 
gon that throughout this-war they nianifested the keenest 
sympathy with their suffering brethren east of the'moun- 
tains, and that they.stood ready at all times to render 
them all the assistance in their power. І тесеітей many 
patriotic offers of service, not only from individuals but 
also from organized companies. I deemed it' best, how- 
ever, not to call into service any volunteers from the west-' 


ern part of the State, for the reason that I could get ‘more 1 


men in the immediate vicinity of hostilities than Г could. 
' procure arms for, men; too, wlio were thoroughly acquainted 
with the country, and who were inured to the hardships 
incident to à campaign in the mountains. Besides, as the 
event proved, it would havé been impossible to arm aud 
equip volunteers from the Willamette Valley and. put them . 
in the field before the Indians had finished their raid and : 


left the country. То have called for men from that вес: 


190, therefore, woud simply have entailed upon the State 
a heavy aud-useless :bill of expense. It would.not have 
prevented-the loss of a single life or the destruction of a 
single dollar's worth of property. = `7 TRE 
I am.happy to be able (0 вау that, as it was, the: ex- 
penses of the war were not large. І cannot state’ the 
amount. I suggeet that’ your honorable body: adopt à 
resolution appointing a joint committee: tó receive’ and 


examine the accounts of the entire expense of the war, ' | 


ta 
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or requiring them to be laid before tlie Board of .Military: 
Auditors and reported on at this session of the Legislature. 


Gen. М. V. Browu has presented:a report of an expedi- ' 
tion led by: him from Albany, in July last, over thé’ 
mountains to Ochoco Valley, for the protection of settlers | 
from Indians. The réport will be laid before In joint | 
committee when appointed: 


In thís connection I desire to express my ` 127 sense of 
obligation for valuable assistance and for many favors and 
courtesies, to the following named gentlémen, in addition 
to those already mentioned: Generals Howard and Whea- 
ton, Major Kress, Capt. Sladen, General М. H. Gates, 
` Doctors Hubbard and Boyd, Colonels J.-B. Wells, J. Ful- 
ton, W. P. Miller, aud Capt. J. B. Sperry, Messrs. J. H. 
Turner, James Hackett, Eljah Welch and О. F. Thomp- 
son and General Sprague, Superintendent of the О. 8. М. 
' Co. I desire also especially to thank Governor Ferry of 

Washington Territory for his generous loin of guns for 
the uae of the State. LE 


5 INBÍAN TREATIES. 


In dealing with the Indians in time of Ни it would 
not be safe, in every case, to treat those who are found away . 
from their каб E as renegades. Under existing 
treaties they frequently have as many rights as the white 
people in the matter of ishing: hunting, ete., on unoccu- - 
pied lands; at least they so interpret the provisions of 
the treaties. The treaty entered into by the government 
with the Cayuses, Walla Wallasand Umatillas seeures to 
them the exclusive right of taking fish in the streams run- 
ning through and bor dering upon their reservations, and 
at all other usual and accustomed ‘stations in'common with 
citizens of the United States, and of erecting suitable 
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buildings for curing the-same ; and also ihe privilege of 
hunting, gathering roots and berries and ‘pasturing their 
stock-on unclaimed lands in common with citizens; -'Indi- 
aus on these reservations well understand these privileges, 


and we find that a jealousy. exists between ‘them and citi- 


zens of the United States where, in accordanee with the 
treaty stipulations, they pasture their ‘stock in common on 
unclaimed Јабдз. ‘The attack made ü pon herders and their 
stock, in the late outbreak, was no doubt'a desperate at- 
tempt to exclude them from this joint use of these lands. 
If the real facts are ever developed, they will probably 


show that the fight with "Captain Sperry's company and. 


the murder of citizens having stock in "that vicinity. were 
largely the work of so-called friendly Indians. ‘The priv- 
ileges guaranteed to the Indians by this treaty are just-ex- 


tensive enough to create misunderstandings. - Perhaps they ` 


'are not ее understood, except by the Indians them- 
selves. Indians from.the Besetvàtion elaim the right; un- 
der the treaty, to go to' Camas Prairie and over these stock 
ranges at all times. Renegade Indians un the same 
thing. ' : 


While the bostile Indians were'at Camas. `Ртаййө, there | 
were also there Resérvation: Indians from north of thé: 


Columbia, for whom itis claimed that they were there ‘to 


' dig camas.. , With. these 'Yakimas there were-also rene- . 
gade Columbias. The Yakimas had no legitimate busi- . 


* ness at Camas Prairie; and besides it turns out that, in- 


stead of gathering camas they were ajding the hostile In-- 


dians in the removal of stolen stock, and dou btless in other 
particulars also, These “friendly "' Indians did not remaim 
long -in the camas beds: - No sooner were.the gunboats 


placed on the river, under їе: order of the Department” 


Commander, to gùard the crossings above and below Uma- 
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tilla, than these so-called “ friendly” Indians appeared at 
these crossings with, large bands of stolen horses, which 
they were driving away from the scene of danger. In 
other words they were securing the: booty acquired by 
* the hostile Indians who were then engaged in murdering 
and robbing. citizens in the. Southern part of Umatilla 
County. The gun- -boats on the Columbia River Нед into. 
them aud they returned the firé with all the earnestness 
and readiness of'avowedly hostile Indians. There was 
nothing, to show that they were friendly Indians peace- - 
\fally traveling from one reservation or camas ground to 
another. -On the contrary their daring. and war-like atti- 
tude left uo doubt of their hostile character. Besides. 
there were found in their camps and packs, articles of 
wearing apparel ete, which they had stolen on their. 
errand after camas.. The gun-boats rendered effective 
service in thus frustrating the original plan of. the hostile 
"Indians and compelling them to ‘abandon their design of 
erossing the Columbia with their stolen property. . 


There appear to-be three classes of Indians who are’ 
not likely to go on the war path. First, those who are. 
too old to fight; second, those who are ‘too rich, having . 
improvements on the reservation and large bands’ ot. 
stock; and. third, a few of middle age who prefer to re- 
main as they are in peaceful security, But the young 
men will fight. It is natura] that. they should show the 
Indian in them as early and as fully as possible. When ` 
hostilities are in progress anywhere within their reach 
they will steal out from their reservations and do their 
share of crime and then sneak back to the support and рго-` 
tection of the government. ` The case of Umapine and his: 
men's but one of many examples of this sort: Itis estimated 
that there were, at one time, no. less than three hundred 
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Columbias, Umatillas and other renegades with the origi- : 


nal bandvof hostile Indians. Ou the morning of July. 11th; 
the day. before Cayuse Station was burned, the Agent, 
Mr: Conoyer, confidently believed that al] his Indians were 


on the reservation, except Yellow Hawk, who had been -` 
with Egan, and, being ashamed to return, had gone to 


Fort Hall. At that moment Umapine, from the reservà- 
tion, абе head of a band of warriors, was in readiness 
tq join, if he had not already joined, the Snakes, who 


1 
b, 


were expected to attack the agency that morning. Itis - 


very probable that the presence of Captain. McGregory’ 8 
. company -at Cayuse Station, near the agency, alone pre- 
_ vented this attack, for as soon as these soldiers left the 


station the Indians took possession of it. The next day З. 


the hostile Indians were above, below aud over the agen- 
су, ‘and Captain Miles. on, the 13th had an engagement 
` with them. Umapine and his warriors were with them 


in this engagement., It was only after the. Snakes had - 


been defeated and had fled to the mountains that Umapine 
quarreled with Egan and treacherously put him. to death. 
He was true to hia murderous allies until he lost confi- 
dence in' their success, and then-he.deserted and betrayed 


them, and assassiuated their chief in order to be able to : 
take back his scalp to, the Indian Agent as a proof that. ` 
he was sorry for having made war upon the whites. Had., 


Umapine joined General, Howard at Camas Prairie he, 


would have acted in good faith and rendered valuable: 


| service. Iusťead: of ‘this, while on the Reservation ‘and 


enjoying" the proteetion of the Government, he was con- . 
Joy ng P 


stantly giving the enemy aid and comfort, and he aban- 


doned their cause only when it. became hopeless, This 18” 


simply a fresh illustration of the truth that dependence 


сап not -atall times bé.placed upon the fidelity of “ friend- 


ly. Indians." o x Е 
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It is elaimed, as already mentioned, that the ‘Indians 
fired upon by the gunboats were Yakimas, returning from 
. their camas grounds. But what right had they to go to 
Camas Prairie? Treaties with Indians, like other treaties, 
must be interpreted according to, the intention of ‘the ` 
makers of them. ' And certainly it could-never be intend- 
ed that a treaty made with a tribe of Шац іп one Ter- 
ritory or State should give them rights in the camas, hunt- 
ing ог fishing grounds of a tribe іш another Territory or 
or State. Ву the treaty with the Yakimas, the rights and 
privileges therein enumerated were granted to them, in 
common with citizens of that. Territory (Washington). 
This does not give them, and it, was mot intended to give 
them, any lawful claim to the use of camas grounds in 
Oregon.” Both the express language and the necessary 
intent of the treaty restrict them to their own Territory. 
Hence, those of them who were at Camas Prairie, on the 
arrival of the Snakes in July last, were trespassers, and 
were entitled to uo consideration. And, besides, when 
they were found aud fired upon, as already stated, they 
were aiding the hostile Indians in moving their stolen ' 
property into, Washington Territory, in perfect accordance 
with the original plan of the Snake campaign. It is pre- , 
_ posterous therefore to claim that tney were *triendly In- 
dians.’’ They were the worst of enemies,- because they 
were enemies in the guise of friends. 


> 


If these reservation Indians will not voluntarily maintain 
in good faith, their amicable. relations with the white peo- . 
ple. prompt and. decisive measures must be taken to com- | 
pel them to do во. Otherwise, their treacheries will con- zs 
tinue. Reservations will become more and more .the 
rendezvous of hostile Indians. A reservation of friendly 
Indians ought:not to be an armed camp. The idea of 
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teaching the arts of agriculture to Iudians with arms. in 


their handsisa fearful absurdity. Asa measure of precau- - 
tion they should bé at once deprived of the improved fire- ` 


arms of long range with which they are now.too abund- ~ 
antly supplied. - Weapons of a much less formidable char- * 


acter ёап be furnished them кш for hunting pur- 
розев. . 2 po cM, EE ОО? 
Та Washington, Oregon цал Idaho, there are about 
21,000" Indians, nearly all of them east of the Cascade 
Mountains. ‘There are included in théir reservations nearly: 
17,000 square miles or 10,000,000 acres of land, or about 


870 acres to euch individual Indian; and of these lands © 


about 143, 000 acres are reported tillable. Inthe Oregon 


reservations alone there are 6,022 square miles or 9,954,080. 


acres of land to 7,000 Indians, making more than 550 acres _ 


to each Indias. With this large area of land in their - 


possession ‘and ‘with the liberal privileges which *their- 
treaties give them upon other-lands it is almost impossi- 


ble to control them under present’ management. :Settle-', 
ments are fast encroaching upon their grounds and jealousies . 


are constantly arising. То весаге permanent peace there- 
йге in the vicinity ‘of, these réservations there should. be 
stationed at points; convenient for co-operation, among the 
Indians of Oregon and the-adjoining. Territories from five 
to ten thousand U.-'S. troops. The” Indians themselves 
should be’ ‘disarmed and’ should be placed under the direct | 
control of officers of the army. The integrity- of these 
officers is аг sufficient guarantee that good faith will be 
kept with the Indians-and that peace will be maintained. 
Until this can be done I would suggest that some means 
be devised by which, in case of danger, .settlers on .the 


frontier can be armed and brought into immediate service. ` 
For this. purpose I would recommend that the guns now | 
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in the several counties be obtained froin the government: 


for permanent use tor border deférse, to be placed in 
the. keeping of the County Judges of the eastern. 
counties. It would be'still better, however, if Congress 
could be induced to remove these Indians entirely from 
the State, and place them upon a reservation where they 
could remain ‘undisturbed, and where they would not be 


Jikely to disturb settlements. Such a place is found 


above Priests’ Rapids, in Washington Territory, reaching 
to the British possessions. 


I would say in this connection that | General Ноа. 
realizing the danger of a renewal of hostilities, has tem- 
porararily bivouacked two companies in the vicinity of 
Umatilla Agency, but it is difficult to tell how long he’ 
will be able to retain them there. | 


A 


UMATILLA COUNCIL. 


T received an invitation from General O. O. Howard to 


.be present at a council to be held with the Indian chiefs 


at Umatilla Agency on the 26th of August last. I accept- 


ed the invitation, and with General N. Н. Gates, General: 


J. Н. Kunzie, Col. W. P. Miller and Lieut. Fulton, of th& 
State militia, met General Howard at the council. The 
object of the council was stated by General Howard. Не 
wanted to adopt some method by which ‘peace could be. 
maintained, at least until Congress should assemble and 
take action in the matter. Nearly all of the chiefs pres. 
ent expressed’ themselves in terms of friendship towards. 
the white people, and afterward gave substantial evidence 
of this fact. Upon invitation of the General, I presented 
the cause of the. State, and requested that Indians who 
had violated the laws of Oregon should be turned over to 
the proper authority for trial. This was demanded as an 
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earnest of the sincerity of the friendship expressed by the 


chiefs. Under previous instructions informations had been 
filed and warrants issued for several Indians charged with 
crime; but the execution of these warrants had been sus- 
pended until action could be had by this council. It-was 
important that the couneil should understand. the situation - 
and should aid: or acquiesce in the arrest of all Indians 
* known to the. chiefs to have been guilty of participation in. 
any of the ciimes committed against citizens or their 
property during the late disturbances. The co-operation 
of the military withthe State in bringing the guilty: to 


justice would: not only be of immense ‘advantage to the - 


- State, but would also contribute greatly to a better under- 

standing between the civil and military authorities. 
, Hence, it^ was deemed, important.to know how .far the 
military and the council of Indian chiefs could be relied 
Lupon to aid the State in hee matters Зоо 


‚ General Howard comprehended the whole question, aud · 


promptly acquiesced in all that was asked on the part of 
the State. He went so fat as to hold the Tidian chiefs, or 
such other Indians as, they might substitute, as hostages | 
until the parties accused of crime should be surrendered. 

This measure met the approval of all the friendly disposed 
Indians. There wére some, however,: ‘who hesitated and . 
wanted time to consider whether they woüld comply with 
the order of General Howard ór not. These were arrested - 
and lodged in jail at Pendleton ; all, or nearly all of them, 
are accused of crime: 


‘The step thus, taken by the Department ‘Commander - 


will give greater Wonfidence in the certainty of a prompt 
and efficient administration of the civil law in these cases. 


‘And so long as the commander of tlie United States forces | 


in this military district is in fall accord with the principle 
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upon which the State acts, in holding to à strict personal 


accountability Indians who, under. pretense of war, murder 


and rob -its citizens, the people will feel more secure in 


their possessions. I take this occasion to say that the ac- - 


tion of General Lloward in this matter deserves, and will no 
doubt receive the hearty grasitude of our.people. Before 
this Council was called, I had issued'instructions, as already 


stated, to the proper officers to arrest the Indians known to * 


have been engaged іп any of the récent depredations 
wherever they might find them, and to hold them for trial 
for their crimes. But heretofore it has not always been 


the case that, Indians could be arrested when protected by . 
their agents or by the military authorities. The stand. 


taken Бу General Howard in.this instance, however, re- 
moves all obstructions ito the free exercise by the State of 
its- undoubted right to arrest, try and punish all Indians 
who violate its laws,,whether they are treaty’ Iudians or 
not. à 

The expense of these trials in Umatilla county should | 
not be left to be borne by the county alone. This war- 
was forced upon the people. there, and it brought upon 
them great loss of life and immense destruction of prop- 
erty. It would be great injustice, therefore, to compel 
them, in their present impoverished circumstances, to bear 
the additional burden of the prosecutions of those who 
committed these depredations. ` The State should bear the 
expense of these trials. Ultimately, however, the General 
: Government should pay this as well as all other expenses 
' incident to, this war and all damage occasioned by it. 4 


" FISHING INTERESTS. 


| The experience of the present year furnishes additional. 
proof of the necessity of immediate action by your honor- 
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able body in’ behalf of the fishing: interests of Е Oregon. 


Within the last few years a large amount. of capital has 
been invested i in this business; and it;has rapidly grown in 
importance. Indeed’ it is, in prospect, one-of the most 


valuable branches of industry in our State, and perhaps 


also it is one of those most neglected by the authority that 
should. protect it. With the necessary State -aid this 
- interest would become one of our leading sources of 
wealth, giviug direct employment. to hundreds of our 
citizens and affording support for many others., W ithout 
some well defined system to foster and protect this trade, 


no accurate estimate- can be made of its magnitude or of 
its permanency. So long às the business remains as itis, ` 
those who engage init do so at a great risk. tis ina 


measure, all guess work at present, 'and many who are 


eager to invest their money in such enterprises find at 
least that in. the absence of a proper system regulating - 


the business, and owing to the want of definite informa. - 


tion as to its capacity, it is so overdone that the capital 
embarked i in ït is worse than unemployed. This business, 


like all others, must be governed by some “protecting . | 
rules.. From experiencé in other parts of the country, = 


and from ‘the investigations of science 16. is possible to` 
make proper eštimates of. the extent of the fish supply in 
Oregon, 80 that there need be no tear of failure by thosé ` 
who engage in this important branch of industry. Proper 
laws should be passed also to prevent. the ‘supply of fish 
from becoming exhdusted in our chief rivers. 


I would suggest that the Legislative Assembly. should 
provide for the selection of a Fish Commission, composed 


of competent men, who shall be authorized to take this . 


whole subject under their control. ‘It should be made the © 
duty of the Commissioners to see that the laws relating. to 
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fisheries and to the fishing interest are faithfally carried | 
out. They should be authorized also to consider the 
subject of the introduction, propagation and eulture of 
fish in the waters of this з and, if deemed expedient, 
to provide for stocking our rivers with valuable varieties 
of fish by the knowh scientific methods. The Cominis- 
sioners should be given power to appoint seine inspectors: 
ete., to co-operate with the'commissioners of other ‘States 
ара to do all'other things ‘necessary. to foster this impot- 
tant interest. To this subject T call your special atten- - 
tion. | A i es o S 
The President and Secretary of the Portland ‘Board of 
Trade, in their last annual report, claim that the receipts 
of our salmon fisheries for the present year were over half 
a million dollars less than for the previous year, and attribute 
much of this diminution of trade to the’ want of proper 


. législation upon this subject. I submit for your consider- 
ation the following extract from that report : 


“The catch for last уеаг--181Т--оЁ canned salmon 
amounted to 395,000 cases, the averdge price obtained 
for which was about $6, or $2, 370,000. The catch of this 
present year, ending August 1st, is about 50, 000 cases less, 
or only 345,000 cases ; while the price is alsu reduced af 
present to $5 20, at which price it realizes abont $1.800,- 
000 to our canneries. ' In 1876 the production was 438,730 
cases, so thatin two years our canned salmon has decreaséd 
22 per cent,—a serious matter for the careful consideration 
of our next Oregon Legislature, who have 1 in their hands, 
by wise or impradent legislation; the power either to in- 
crease and develop our fisheries, ог to let {Нет decay: ‘ach 


‚ year (as the above figures show ву have ‘been doing) 


until that valuable article of commérce will be forever lost 
to our people. We have each year so often’ pressed the 


un 
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importance of: legislation « on this- vital question, that it 


geems.scarcely necessary to. repeat. the. same. As the 
matter now stands, Congress beliéves it has no. power (0: 
regulate our salmon fisheries, and, therefore the iid 
of Washington and State of Oregon can alone mutually 
pass laws on this point. ‘Washington Territory has done 
her part, having ‚раззей-а law which was very carefully- 
framed in accordance with thé experience and wishes of 
the proprietors . of canneries on both sides of the Colum- . 
bia. river aud the salmon protection committee ot ‘this 
board, and which law can only take effect upon (1) а. leg- 
islative enactment of the State of Oregon, aud (2) on the 
Oregon Legislature ratifying and adopting the same law, ` 
verbatim, which the Territory of eee has passed, 2 


“<= RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


For- years past, necessary appropriations. have Байн 
made for the improvement of our rivers, but the harbors 


on the coast of Oregon have not received these benefits to. ' - 


any considerable extent. The commerce.of the coast : is 
now growing so rapidly that improvements are absolutely 
necessary to afford facilities for this increasing trade. 
The bars in our harbors are constantly shifting. -In some 
placés they not only change-their location, but bank up so 
that loaded -vessels cannot ‘cross them. It often happens 
that vessels entering without cargoes and loading inside 
for the outward voyage are land-locked for. months during. 
the winter by these shifting. bars. Persons engaged in” 
business at Coos.Bay and Coquille River have had -some 
very severe experience in this respect. For the. extent of 
its coal. deposits, and for the variety, abundance and exel . 
lent quality. of its timber, Собв county cannot be. surpassed 
in our, State, ара perbaps поё ‚ов the coast, But the im- 
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portant and growing trade of. this section is greatly re- 
'  tarded every year by the shifting of the bar at Coos Bay; 
and also at the mouth of.the Coquille River. It is esti- 
mated that the-loss of business there this year on this ас- 


' , ©0006 will exceed à half million of dollars. '* 


‘Such ‘a Баг сан be impr uved and a permanent channel 
kept open bythe aid of jetties within'the harbor. In 1878; 
the- eurrents inside the bar at Coos Bay lormed a “natural 
jetty and passed out where there is at present a sand epit 


to be seen at all stages of the tide. The water on the bar - 


at that time was thirty feet in depth. But there, was 


nothing to fix these ‘eccentric currents, and they were s0 


: changed by storms and other causes during the next year 
as to open up new outlets, and the bars were shifted to 
different places t the water over them being reduced to less 
than half its previous depth. ` 
_ The Columbia River and bar also require attention. It 

< is not necessary to enlarge upon the importance of this 
want: It will, be most unwise to wait until the valuable 


A 


, commerce of this river is injured by heavy sand deposits 


‘within present channels. ‘The time will come when jet. 
` tics will be needed at the mouth of the Columbia, and we 
should begin at once to press upon Congress the im- 
portance of this improvement. .. There are other harbors 
in our State also. that, should receive similar attention. , `: 
In ‘order to aid our'Senators and Representatives in their 
efforts to procure the necessary appropriations for these 


improvements, you should, by joint memorial, urge the - 


matter upon the attention of Congress. | Appropriations 


have already been made for ché survey: of Coos Bay and’ 


Coquille River. This should be followed up by an ürgerit 
request for further .eongtessional aid:to thake such i improve- 
mént& аз пау be. found: to ‘be necessary, The.works which 
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have been projected, and. which are now in progress- for 
the pur :рузе of opening пр the Colambia River. to general | 
trade and competition, will be of a very substantial char- ' 
acter when completed, and will be of immense value to 
the people.of that section of the State. Let the same aid | 
be given to our coast harbors which has been extended to 
our rivérs; aud all óbstructions toa free and healthy. trade 
wil soon be removed. - 


i 


SWAMP LAN DS. 


| There is urgent need of some additional ЕЛАТЕ with 
reference to the sale of the swamp lands belonging to the ` 
State of Oregon. The present law does more to embar- - 
rass than to aid the Board oft- School Land Commissioners 

_ in^disposing of these lands. The chief object which the 

State has, or ought to have,' in view in accepting this ; 


grant, 18 to-sell the land acquired under it at the earliest || 


possible moment, for its own benefit and . for that of the 
purchasers, Itis obvious, therefore, that the sooner it is 
disposed of and the money paid into the treasury: the bet- 
ter it will-be for all concerned.. The law. of-1870, how», 
ever, instead of declariug the. title’ to the. grant to. be in 


the State absolutely, and : directing the: proper officers, ав. pi 


soón as selections’ could be, made, to sell. tke lands: ont- | 
right : ‘and to ‘give full and final conveyances to thepur- _ 
chasers immediately upon the payment of the price, was 

so. framed. as to postpone the issuance of patente for anin- 
definite period, and indeed to render-it extremely uncer- 
tain. Under this law the applicant is required todrainthe : 
land applied for, or othérwise to. render it fit for cultiva: | 
tion. - Cáltivation: of the land for three years “in eitber 
grass, the cereals.or vegetables. "18 declared. to be азий: 
"éient. reclamation’. -within the. meaning. of: the. ас "Tha. 
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modes. of reclamation àre not definitely - stated ; but it 
seems that the law contemplates that the land*shall ‘be 
drained in all cases. - It is claimed, however, that the most’ 
of this land is of such a character that. draining it'would ' 
destroy its value entirely.” It is more protitable at present 
for its grasses than for anything else, ànd.to produce these 
it is best that it should remain as it is. Besides, as fast as 
it is needed or can be rendered valuablé for other uses, it 
will be made available by its owners without any legal 
enactments on the subject. It is to the interest of the 
owner of land to apply it to that use for" which it is best 
fitted'and which will yield him the greatest returns ; and 


in this regard his interests are identical with those ot the 


public. If drainage will. improve the swamp lands and 
make them more valuable, the purchasers will drain the 

without being required to do so. On the other hand, if 
drainage will-diminish their- value it ought not to be de- 


` manded by the Legislature: In either case, whatever is 


ft 


best for the purchasers is best for the State also. ' 


‘The: restrictions imposed by the present law upon · pur- | 
chasers of swamp lands certainly operate to prevent ‘a 
disposal of them. Applicants do not feel like paying for 
draining land which, when drairied, will be worthless to . 
them.: They may dig a few ditches, it is true, for the 
purposé of getting title, but еу will close them again аз 
soon as they have -obtained their pütents.. „То require 


drainage in such cases, therefore, is to impose npon- the 


purchaser an entirely useless expease. 
This requirement seems to be based somehow upon ‘the 
supposition, ћаё ће grant to the State is madé conditional 


‚ upon the ‘reclamation of. the «lands. - This 18, however, 


wholly. erroneous. The State is the absolute: owner of | 


these swamp and overflowed. lands. This. fact 13! ‘settled 
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‚ 80 far as judicial action ean be had.” . *This title is clogged 

_ by no conditions. * ^" *. ж | The State became 
‘the owner with absolute power of disposition_ of all the 
swamp lands within T limits, and her title. in no way 
depended on a patent. If these lands were not ‘drained, 
no inference from the grant can be drawn that the General 
Goveroment would resume the grant. Bat Congress said 
to the States: These lands are of no use to the nation; 
take them; we make you a perfect title to them;" drain 
them, and reclaim them if you can; we commit them and 
the whole subject to your Legislature; adopt the ‘policy 
we recommend, but take the lands.’’’ The position 
taken by this State on these questions is found in thé 
decision of the Supreme Court of Oregon, in the case of 
Gaston vs. Stott. Indeed, it is clearly to be gathered from 
all thie authorities, that this is a matter exclusively within 
the control of the "Legislature. | Тһеге сай be no question, 
therefore; as to the right of the State to sell these lands 
at once, and unconditionally. It need not require recla- 
mation unless it chooses to do so. 


At all-events further time should be given to applicants 
to reclaim, their landa, and there ought to be some definite 
regulations ав to what shall constitute reclamation. , The 
mistaken notion, already referred to, that the State’ 8 title 
to this class of lands depends upon the issuance of patents 
has occasioned ` many delays, for which purchasers should 
_not be made to suffer. Besides, in many cases, the United 
States officers have permitted persons to, pre-empt lands 
which were known to be of a swampy character and upon 
"which applicants had already paid their 20 per ro 
under, the State law, on the ground that notice had‘n 
been given of the- withdrawal of such lands from цэгэн 
Thus one е pretense after another has-beén - resorted to for 
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the purpose ‘of defeating the right of the State and its 
vendees under this grant. And unfortunately the present 
law has afforded no ‘protection to applicants. They have 
been constantly exposed to vexatious contests without any 
certain prospect of finally acquiring ‘title even if they 
should establish the right of the State to the land. It is 


simple justice, Пи that they should’ at least be al- 


lowed further time to comply,with the ошен imposed 
by the present law. ' ‘ 


` It would be far better, however, if salés were made. àt 
once, without | any embarrassing restiictions, vesting the - 
title immediately in the applicants. They w ould thus be 
placed i ina position to vindicate their rights promptly, 
and no time would be given to pre- emptors to change е 
character of the land by drainage, ete, So long as the 
sales of these lands are made to depend on conditions in- 
consistent with the ordinary laws of trade, purchasers will 
move with caution, 

The law of the State, as dt now stands, is contrary to 


` those laws of trade which recognize the right of the pur- 


chaser to make the most out of the thing purchased; | No 
man will buy an article' under restrictions. which are ex- 
pensive and useless. The State ‘should assert its title iu 
fee to the swamp áud overflowed lands,-and its right to 
dispose- of them to the best advantage and in the least 
possible time. And the purchaser should be perinitted to 
take the lands at once, "upon payment of the price, aud ‘to 
use ет їп whatever way ‘he may find most profitable for 
himself. This would reduce the matter to a common- 
вейде business basis. It would afford the State-a fund for. 
the inimediate payment of her outstanding swamp land 
Warr йиз, thus stopping the accumulation of interest, "arid 
would on the otlier hand enable the purchasers not only . 
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to defend their land, but also to turn it to- profit at once.. 
OI therefore recommend - that the law: of 1870 beso. 
шэг as to conform to the views here expressed.’ "Вео- 
tion 4 of the act should be repealed, "and such farther 
changes should be made as to afford aniple protection to 
the rights of the State and to those of its grantees.” In 
order to hasten the gale ‘of the lands, and to provide for 


tlie speedy extinction of the ‘debt which haa grown up 


against this fund undér the legislation of 1872, I would 
suggest that swamp land Warrants be made receivable in 
payment for such lands" Since the funds to be derived 
from these lands are to‘ bé applied to the payinent ofthese . 


“warrants, there сап be no reasonable objection to using 


the lands themselves for that purpose. It | would вате 
delay.and trouble and would stop'the interest'on the war- 
rants. Perhaps, also, it would be. well to give the Board 
of School Land Commissioners more specific authority in 
regard to determining the character of the lands included 
in the swamp g gravit. ‘Under the present law. the proper 
officers of the State are authorized to select the lands in. 
the field. --But. the rules. governing. the General Land 
Office at Washington will, not permit. these.Jands to Фе 
listed'-to -the State, unless they are selected Бу United 
States surveyors, or unless their swampy character at е 


‘date of the grant is conclusively proved. The State, how- 
ever, should insist upon its right to make its selections by 


any.method Фу which the fact can be ascertained that the 
lands: зат ‘е actually swàmpy. . . Lands of that character 
belong to-the State by & perfect and absolute title,. and 
that title cannot be defeated by any rules devised by-:the 


‚ General Land'Office or by the captious: objections of Reg- 
‘isters and Receivers.- It is.to be understood, "of course, 


that these: remarks аге not ‘intended. to, apply. 877 those 
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,. eases where lands ‘have been selected as ‘swamp lands 
which are not in fact swampy. The State has no right to. 
such lands under this grant, and cannot Acquire any by 
any possible mode ot selection. — , , EL 

The rules and regulations of the General ‘Land Office of 
the United States will not permit the State, to prosecute 
or defend contests for swamp lands, before the local land `` 
oflicea,, without depositing the money to pay the expenses 
of such contests. As there i8 no provision of law author- 

izing the Board of School Land Commissioners to make - 
this deposit, the result is that, unless‘applicants for the 

Jand will furnish the money, the interests of the State fre- 
quently go unrepresented. I suggest, therefore, that you 
give the Board the necessary authority in such cases, and 
make an appropriation for that purpgse. 


VAGRANT LAW. | - 


The long-continued business depression in California 
-and the low fares. by steamer from San Francisco to 
Portland, have contributed to bring into the State during 
the present summer, as well as the last, an influx of tramps 
and vagbounds, who have already become a nuisancé to - 
our people. There is a great increase of crime all over 
the State, and outrages of the most daring character’ are 
frequently reported. Some portions of the State, and 
particularly the towns, are ‘annoyed by the’ presence of 
idle and lawless men, who will do anything but work to 
‘make a living. Prompt-and decisive measures must be, 
‘adopted to abate this nuisance. For my: own part,:l 
‘know of по more effective way of doing this than'the en- 
actment of a rigorous vagrant law. In a State like ours, 
where any man who will work can make 4 living, it ought 
to.be a crime -fora healthy person to beg. · D. 
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"E. | NATURAL HISTORY. SOCIETY. 


- Since the last session, of your. honorable. bodies а society 


has been organized ‘known as the Oregon: School and Col-* 
lege Association of Natural. History. This eociety.is com- | 


posed largely of teachers and scientific men, and itsavowed 
object is “to collect; study and examine specimens of .nat- 
ural history, and thus contribute toward.a natural history 
survey of'the State, and also to form a State: cabinet that 
shall ultimately contain specimens of all our State plants, 
animals and minerals.: "The society is permanently located 
at-Salem, and'now occupies, temporarily, with. the Super- 


intendent of Public Instruction, a room in: the Capitol | 


building. But owing.to its rapidly increasing collections, 
' and to the want of. space for the:proper display of the ex- 


tensive Flora and Fauna.of our State, it becomes neces- - 


sary that permanent rooms and cases: be provided for this 
purpose. . Knowing the officers of the Society to be gen- 
tlemen of zeal in this matter, I would recommend that 
they be allowed {о use the room. now occupied by their 
specimens until they can be proviced, with better- accom- 
modatious in that part of the building yet to be finished. 
I would further recommend that the State fit up their 
rooms with proper cases and other furniture free of charge. 
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J desire to-urge aon you the importance of taking sc some 
efficient: measures: for equalizing assessments throughout, 


the State. - The burden of: taxation now falls with unequal ` | 


weight | upon the different counties, and inequality ла, this 
matter is injustice. As a necessary result,- also, there -is a 
constant: and serious loss:of. public revenue. 'I: know -of 
no better remedy for this evil than the establishment of'a 
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State Board of Equalization, with such limitations and re- 
strictións upon its powers as will prevent injustice to indi- 
viduals as well аз to counties, І invite your earnest atten- 
tion to this subject. 


у? 
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PARIS EXPOSITION. 2 
In order that.the interests. of Oregon- might be ау 
represented at the International Industrial ‘Exposition, held 
in Paris this. year, I nominated Johu Vau: Beurden, Esq, 
and Цотег D. Sanbor n, Esq., ав Honorary Commissioners,. 
on behalf of this State, under a Joint Resolution of. Con- 
gress, approved December: 15, 1877, and théy were duly 
appointed by the President. Ialso appointed as addition- 
al Honorary. Commissioners, under-authority of said reso- 
lution, Stephen G: Skidmore, Levi White, Leon Vial, T, 
Egenton Hogg, William T. Gray and Walter V. Smith. 
I received no official report from. the Commissioners, but 
Iam pleased to learn, through other sources, that Oregon’ 8 
place in-the Exposition'is well filled, and that, through the 
industry and zeal of Мг. Узи Beurden and those who have 
acted with him, she has there, perhaps, a better represen- : 
tation of her resources than any other State in the Union. 
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ELECTION OF A SENATOR. 


It will be a part of your duty at this session to elect a 
Senator to represent this State in the Congress of the 
United: States, for six years‘ оп: ће. 4th of March. next, 
I haye по doubt, however, that you will- give this subject 
the consideration which its: importance deserves. ITence 
I deem it unnecessary to enlarge upon it further than: ‘to 
express the hope that you. will be able to make a selec- 
tion which will reflect honor not only upon yourselves; but | 
upon the whole State. : IAM I p Ч Ta 


1 


4 й + 


n 


5 4 у : 
GDVERNOR'S, MESSAGE. ` ‚ 48 


CONCLUSION. нэ | 
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In closing my term of service as Governor, Idesi re to 
express my acknowledgments to the outgoing Treasurer, 
Hon. А. H. Brown, for his uniform courtesy, and for his 
acts of personal kinduess during the period of our official 
association. Му thanks are also due to the other officers 
-and employees of the State for many favors. I shall 
always hold, in grateful remembrance my pleasant and 
friendly relations with these gentlemen. 

And now, Senators and Representatives, permit me, in - 
conelusion, to wish for you a barmonious and successful 
session. May you be able to accomplish all that those, 
who sent you to these halls, expect at your hands. - May 
the work that you do here redound to your own honor 
and to o the permanent good; of thë State, and when you 
return to your constituents may they be able to: receive 
you with the approving salutation: “Well done, good and 
faithful servants." 
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